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TIBETAN 

NIGHTMARES 


Forty-five Cartoons 


t Tibetan Nightmares: Forty-five Cartoons. Asian Highlands Perspectives 
58:339-363. The creators of the cartoons that follow were inspired by 
Karoliina Korhonen’s Finnish Nightmares (2019, Random House) and 
thank Erika Sandman for bringing it to their attention. For other Tibetan 
nightmares (in color), see https://bit.ly/2t45dQ5 (accessed 14 January 
2020). 
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During Lo sar several visitors come. The family hasn't boiled tea (Sangs 
rgyas tshe ring). 



A: "Hello! How is your grandfather? We haven't seen each other for a 
long time." 

B: "My grandfather passed away last year." 

A: "Sorry!" (Sangs rgyas tshe ring) 
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A guest rides to your home. You take the reins and say, "Don't worry 
about your horse. I'll tie it," but when the with guest leaves, the horse 
is gone (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 



You ask an orphan you don't know very well, "Where are your 
parents?" (Sangs rgyas tshe ring) 
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You visit a friend, who suggests you remove your shoes so you can 
comfortably sit cross-legged. When you take off your shoes, you notice 
your feet stink (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 



A man sees you throwing stones at or beating his dog (Sangs rgyas 
tshe ring). 
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You see your son sleeping with his wife (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 






You suddenly notice you are eating faster than others in a group (Sangs 
rgyas tshe ring). 
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Your best friend thinks you are going to trick them (Sangs rgyas tshe 
ring). 





You are herding livestock on another family's grassland and the owner 
of that pasture shouts at you (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 
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You accidentally meet your girlfriend's mother while night dating 
(Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 





You are with your lover at a horserace and meet your wife and her 
mother (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 
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You try to shake hands with someone who ignores you (Sangs rgyas 
tshe ring). 


A wife scolds her husband in front of his peers (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 
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A husband cleans the house while his wife chats on WeChat (Sangs 
rgyas tshe ring). 



A daughter is listening to love songs on the radio when her father and 
brother enter the home (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 
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Someone accidentally sends a pornographic video to your siblings' 
WeChat group (Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 



A horse owner watches you, thinking you are about to steal his horse 
(Sangs rgyas tshe ring). 
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You are trying to focus on study in your humble rented room, and then 
you hear a high-pitched feminine squeal from an adjoining room. She's 
having sex (Klu thar rgyal). 



You are at home on holiday and you overhear your parents fiercely 
arguing about whether to build a toilet near your home (Klu thar rgyal). 
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"Everyone believes that I can see the future and divine accurately and 
they are right!" says a local diviner (Klu thar rgyal). 



You are with your mother and see yaks mating (Klu thar rgyal). 
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Family members eat steamed dumplings together. One is left (Klu thar 
rgyal). 





Your mother says, "Our neighbor's son is so so great! He helps his 
mother with home chores and even milks their yaks!" (Klu thar rgyal) 
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You see a young man wearing a robe without a sash walking down the 
street (Klu thar rgyal). 



Your mother accidently plays a traditional love song on her phone 
when she is with family members (Klu thar rgyal). 





i 
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A young Tibetan man says, "I love you," to a young Tibetan woman in 
Tibetan. An older man near them doesn't understand what this means 
(Klu thar rgyal). 




rw 






You see your neighbor talking to herself and laughing at her own jokes 
(Klu thar rgyal). 
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A woman on pilgrimage reads a notice on a temple: "No women may 
enter!" (Klu thar rgyal) 








You are really full after eating a bowl of dumplings in soup, but the 
hostess insists you eat more, because she thinks that you are too shy to 
eat more at her home (Klu thar rgyal). 
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Your neighbor's family members are skinny, but they have a strong 
horse, they take very good of it, giving it expensive food (Klu thar rgyal). 





Encountering someone throwing ash away ('Jam dbyangs skyabs). 
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Hearing love songs when you are with your sister or mother ('Jam 
dbyangs skyabs). 



Encountering empty water buckets ('Jam dbyangs skyabs). 
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Didn't fill the bowl ('Jam dbyangs skyabs). 





Wearing hats in front of a bla ma ('Jam dbyangs skyabs). 
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A very big river is near a herding family. A monk needs to cross the 
river, but the river is too wide to wade across. The monk can't swim. A 
horse is tied near the river. If he uses the horse, he could easily cross 
the river. However, he believes it is a sin to ride a horse so he waits 
('Jam dbyang bkra shis). 


«J*v| 
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Two children and their parents are watching a movie when, suddenly, 
two lovers are shown kissing on the screen. The family members 
helplessly and silently say nothing. They have different thoughts. The 
father imagines breaking the TV screen. The mother thinks going to 
bed now is best, and the children think about running away ('Jam 
dbyang bkra shis). 
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Visiting during Lo sar 'Tibetan New Year' before twelve midnight 
(Sgrolmayag). 


(Ijai'STttNj) 



Couples kissing in front of parents or elders (Sgrol ma yag). 
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A woman sitting cross-legged. (It's OK for nuns) (Sgrol ma yag). 




Menstrual leaks (Sgrol ma yag). 
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Make sure the bowls have no chipped, broken parts when you pour teas 
for guests (Sgrol ma yag). 



A white scarf should be clean when you give it to someone but it isn't 
(Sgrol ma yag). 
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You give some food on a plate. They return the plate, but it is empty 
and not clean (Sgrol ma yag). 
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